
  
 

 

 

 

Zio Tony Ranch Chardonnay | Russian River Valley 2017 

 
GROWING YEAR

 
The growing season of 2017 stayed wet with spring rains and cooler temperatures, 
providing moist soil reserves through the summer. The summer had stretches of 
hot days throughout, especially over the Labor Day weekend, when harvest was at 
its peak. We were very lucky in October 2017 that the Tubbs Fire, which burned 
from Calistoga to Santa Rosa, stopped 1.5 miles from our properties. Across 
Sonoma County as well as in our vineyards, 95% of all wine grapes were already 
harvested and were not affected by the smoke from these devastating fires.  

 
VINEYARD CHARACTER

The Zio Tony Ranch is named after Lee Sr.’s uncle Tony who was the first in the 
Bondi family to be born on American soil. Zio Tony, Zio meaning 'uncle' in Italian 
and pronounced 'tseo', was a very charismatic man with a big booming voice 
whom loved a good time. When Zio Tony passed away in 1971 his nephew, Lee 
Martinelli, Sr., took over management of the estate. The love of his family's 
heritage land was too great for Lee to sell the property and in one short season he 
went from High School teacher to Apple Farmer.  Eventually this apple orchard 
was converted to vineyards, as the market for apples grew unbearably soft.  The 
vines are planted on rolling hills made up of Gold Ridge soil, with Clones consisting 
of 95, 76, and 548.    

TASTING NOTES 
Our 2017 Zio Tony Ranch Chardonnay has inviting aromas of toasted hazelnut, 
golden apple and lemon curd that brighten up the nose. The concentrated palate 
has layers of crème brulee and lemon oil with a hint of Oak spice underneath.  
 

 

 
 

2016 Vintage  
•  95 points Wine Advocate 
•  93 points Antonio Galloni, Vinous 
 
2015 Vintage  
•  94 points Wine Advocate 
•  92 points Antonio Galloni, Vinous 

 
2014 Vintage 
•  95 points Antonio Galloni, Vinous 
•  94+ points Wine Advocate   
 

Winemaker:  
Bryan Kvamme 
 
Assistant Winemaker:  
Courtney Wagoner   
 
Consulting Winemaker:  
 Erin Green 
 
Case Production: 353 

 
 


